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THE PHILOSOPHY OF MIRACLES. 


— ()--- — 


“ A MIRACLE is an 


i ibility.” So 
say the disciples of Huxley, — d 


and other modern aguostics, as the 
choose to call themselves, althoug 
they frequently depart from the nega- 
tive position of know-nothing-ism, 
and make positive assertions like 
that we have quoted. It often hap- 
pens. that these dogmatic utterances 
* some weight with them because 
of the technical signification attached 
to a term. It is so with the sentence 
that commences this article. Its 
truth or importance depends upon the 
ot 
who den possibility o 
such a prodigy, define a miracle as 
— ote to the laws of 
nature, Taking as proper sig - 
nification of the term, they are able 
to bring forth some strong reasons 
against the existence of such a pheno- 
menon. Any amount of testimony 
that may be adduced as evidence that 
miracles have been performed, whe- 
ther it be written or oral, ancient or 
modern, counts for * against 
the fiat of their impossibility. Of 
course, if they cannot be, all who say 


they are, or have been, must be either 
eceivers or deceived. 

A great deal of ridicule has been 
indulged in by infidels and agnostics, 
at the expense of persons who profess 

n wrought mini- 
sters and teachers in times of old. 

It is all based on the technical mean- 
ing the scoffers have attached to the 
word. But while some religious peo- 
ple may have accepted the accounts 
given in the — without 
thought as to whether marvels 
described were violations of nature’s 
laws or not, the most thoughtful and 
careful investigating believers repudi- 
ate the agnostic interpretation of the 
term, and simply view the phenomena 
as effects of causes with which they 
are not familiar. They do not be- 
lieve in effects without a cause, nor 
in anything really contrary to the 
operations of nature. 

Of course, when the existence of a 
Personal Deity is accepted, the power 
of that Being to produce marvels and 
to overrule and subvert nature must 


be conceded. But the intelligent 


. 
— — 
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student of divine science perceives 
that the Almighty is the God of na- 
ture, and that He works in and 
through and by the principles of na- 
ture, and that He is consistent with 
Himself and His own established 
laws, and therefore does not disrupt 
them, or interfere arbitrarily with 
their due process, | 

Their understanding of the term 
miracle is well explained in the sub- 
joined, which is clipped from the 

to Week: 


oron 
In the Greek Testament there are 
three words used which may all be 
in the generic “ mira- 
es, viz., sereia, terata, dynamis. 
These three are rendered, very liter- 
1 in R. 
powers, respectively. cca- 
sionally the last named is accorded the 
old-f ned term “miracles.” A 
miracle, then, according to the New 
Testament, is (dynamis) a “ power,” 
or the effect of a power, force or en- 
ergy which is mysterious or unknown 
to us, and is therefore (teras ) a mar- 
vel” or “wonder,” and also ( semeton ) 
a “sign” or “token” that the worker 
of the miracle posseses a “ power” 
beyond our ken; and so the miracle 
inspires us with a reverence and awe 
of the worker thereof. “ In that case,” 
it may be replied, “any one who as- 
tonishes another with some trick of 
performs a 
miracle“ Well, so he does; it is a 
miracle to the beholder so long as he 
can not understand the modus . 
andi. For a miracle (ie. marvel) is 
such only relatively and subjectively. 
It is no “marvel” to the performer; 
to him it is only a matter of course. 
The sudden eclipse of the moon 
wrought by the magazine in my hand 
was a miracle to the mosquito. The 
white man in the heart of Africa per- 
forms miracles in the eyes of the 
blacks. The English heroes of “ King 
Solomon’s Mines” did perform veri- 
table miracles so far as the beholders 


possessed 
was through a penny almanac) which 
transcended the comprehension of the 
blacks. Again, let an untutored 
savage be taken into New York or 


some sea town. Let some one 
say to him: “ You see that huge rock 
some three or four miles off in the 
midst of the bay. Inasmuch as that 
rock is in the way of the ships, I have 
decreed its destruction. his little 
child here shall, at my bidding, touch 
— little — 4 — 
oes so you will see t huge 
shattered into a thousand pieces!” Or, 
again, the untutored savage, in the 
company of a similar guide, is in the 
midst of a large town at midnight. 
All is in total darkness. His guide 
says: “Stand still and I will show 
you a great wonder. I will give the 
word, and in a moment the whole 
city will be ablaze with light.” We 
can fancy the incredulity with which 
the noble red man would receive such 
assertions; but when those assertions 
were verified, he would be convinced 
of the truth of the miracles, for mira- 
cles, in sense — 
powers, wonders, sigus they wo 
to him. Now let him go home to 
his wig-wam in the west, and recount 
the mighty works that he has seen, 
and we may picture to ourselves the 
shrug of incredulity with which his 
testimony would be received; we im- 
agine that the braves would think 
their traveled brother was drawing 
the long-bow; and we can make allow- 
ances for them if they should con- 
clude that no amount of testimon 
could establish the truth of su 
miracles. But they would be wrong 
all the same. Now, if God rei 
over all this vast universe—if He 
should choose to communicate with 
His creatures on this insignificant 
little planet, He would do 80 
in a way ous to us, and in no 
other.” 

The Latter-day Saints believe in 
miracles, but view them as operations 
of natural laws, and produced by a 
force or forces which are sometimes 
called supernatural because they are 
above the comprehension of the na- 
tural mind. And they are not depen- 
dent upon the testimony handed 
down concerning them from bygone 
ages; they bave witnessed and ex- 
perienced them for themselves. 

What are recognized as natural 
forces are not fully 
even by the most learned and scientific 


| 
| 
| 
| 
were concerned. They really and 
truly prophesied an eclipse which 
came to because 
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of our times. Therefore it is unrea- 
sonable to testimony as to the 
“ou ” because it is not un- 
derstood. Gravitation is spoken of 
familiarly to account for phenomena 
which cannot otherwise be explained. 
But what is the force that by 
that name, and is it not possible that 
there are forces which, when set in 
motion, natur counteracts the 
effects of gravitation? Also is it not 
probable that the same force be 
rev and that the power by which 
the axe floated, in the days of Eli 
was simply the reverse action of the 
identical force by which that imple- 
ment went to the bottom of the brook? 
It is easy to talk about weight, but 
what is weight other than gravitation, 
and what is the force that is called by 
that name and ordinarily acts on fixed 
principles 


Gravitation is temporarily over- 
come by a temporary exercise of some 
other force, every of our lives. 
A boy can throw a up in the air;a 
balloon can be inflated and made to 
resist gravitation and conquer it; the 
magnet exercises a mysterious power 
in rr to it, and none of these 
displays of power is called a miracle. 
There is a force in faith which has 
been demonstrated thousands of times, 
and has oe itself superior to what 

yet, no doubt, its operations 
— as natural as those physical 
forces that commonly overcome gra vi- 


Who comprehends the unseen es- 
sence known as the vital force? It is 
a reality, yet it is beyond human con- 
trol as it is beyond human perception. 
When it ceases to act, all living things 
perish and decay. The senses reveal 
nothing n source, the laws 

govern it or the key to its opera- 
tions. How far it be regulated 
by —— or spiri influences no 
mortal can determine. Yet it has been 
stimulated and moved upon by faith 
in former and in latter and the 
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evidences of this fact are multitudin- 


ous. 

It is the height of presumption for 
the —— scientist or 2 specula- 
tive philosopher to guage the powers 
and forces of the — — 
row rience and limited informa- 
tion. d he who as the 
Unknowable that which is to him the 
Unknown, simply displays a dogma- 
tism and ce that are con- 
temptible. 

The power of the human will is a 

terious force in the A egos times 
0 * ce. Yet it is being 
studied, and its effects 
are being recognized. mind acts 
upon mind, and also upon matter, is 
conceded. What that force is and 
how it operates is not comprehended. 
Yet it is a fact that must not be 
ignored. And if the human mind can 
act upon other minds and upon mat- 
ter, by perfectly natural but not un- 
derstood laws and —— who can 
deny that beings who have advanced 
beyond this mortal sphere can exer- 
cise a force just as na and that 
Almighty God by the exercise of His 
will power and of perfect faith, may 
operate on all his creatures crea- 
tions, and that also in a natural way, 
through means and methods that may > 
be to us mortals mysterious and super- 
natural and miraculous? 

Nature offers to the mind vast re- 
gions — unexplored. The wisest and 
most learned man that lives has but 
touched the outer rim of its sphere of 
immensity. Modesty should check 
his d tism and humility restrain 
his dicta. For the realms of the 
spiritual, if unknown to him because 
he seeks to re them, if at all, by 
means only of the senses, are yet as 
real as this poor, crude world of ours, 
and to others, it not to him, offer 
— to solve and heights of know- 
edge to reach, which are worthy of 
the greatest energies of the soul and 
the sublimest efforts of both spiritual 
= intellectual humanity.— Deseret 

ews. 


Tus troubles of to-day are easily borne; it is the troubles we anticipate which shortens 
life. 

The great high-road of human welfare lies along the old highway of steadfast well- 
doing; and they who are the most persistent and work in the truest spirit will invariably 
be the most successful. Success treads on the heels of every right effort; 


| 
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GODS CARE FOR ALL HIS OREATIONS. 
upon a e t an 0 1 
innumerable stars which bespangle | wate bow 
the firmament and ight it up with more shall your Father who is in heaven 


ours, peop oubtless, by intel- 
igent all the creations of our 
heavenly Father, if the man is dis- 
E to reflection, it gives him much 
ood for thought. ith his natural 
eye he cannot trate the depths of 
nor behold the immense number 

of stars which are brought within the 
range of vision by the aid of powerful 
telescopes; but he can, nevertheless, 
see enough to form some idea of the 
vastness of the works of our Creator, 


and how small and insignificant a 


creature man is in their midst. 

It is, doubtless, reflections of this 
character which cause many men to 
conclude that the Lord does not con- 
descend to hear and answer individual 
pray ors or to exercise special provi- 

ces in behalf of individuals. 

The very general belief in the world 
at the present time is that God gov- 
erns the world and its affairs by great 
and general laws—laws which are im- 
mutable, and which are never dis- 
turbed, and which no amount of 
prayer or faith on the of man can 
ever induce the Almighty to interfere 
with. Of course, those who entertain 


this view do not think itis of any 
use to call upon the Lord to help or 
deliver them; they do not expect 
prayers of this kind to be h or 
answered, They do not believe in 


How 
taught by the Lord Jesus to the peo- 
when He was on the earth! He 


give good things to them that ask him.” 


The Savior constantly taught the 
comforting truth that our heavenly 
Father hears and answers prayer— 
that however secretly — might 
be offered to Him, He would bear 
them and answer them openly. 

— His disciples the Lord Jesus 
said : 


Are not two 


Fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more 
value than many sparrows. 

Man may be very insignificant, a 
mere speck in the midst of the crea- 
tions of our Father; but he is not 
beneath the notice of the Almighty. 
His providence is over all the works 
of His hands; nothing is so minute 
as to escape His observation and care. 
Even the very hairs of our heads are 
all numbered. 

Can any language be used that will 
bring more clearly home to our under- 
standings the extreme ess 
which the Lord exercises over us, His 
children? We ourselves think but 
little about such a thing as a single 
hair of our heads. But though we 
may think it of no value, it is not so 
with our Creator. It is not beneath 
His attention ; it does not escape His 
notice. 

3 were very plentiful in the 
land where the Savior dwelt, as they 
are also becoming numerous in our 
Territory. They were of but little 
value. But they are watched over 
and cared for by the Lord. They can- 
not fall to the ground without His 
notice. 

These sayings of the Lord Jesus 
convey clearly to the thoughtful mind 
the ter of the Father's provi- 
dence over His creations. He regu- 
lates the movements of the universe. 
Harmony and perfect order rei 
among the countless worlds of His 
creation. one moves with un- 


erring certainty and precision in its 


EES sparrows sold for a farthing? 
and one of them shall not fall — the ground 
without your Father. 

But the very hairs of your head are all 

| numbered. 
| the power of faith, or appear to un 
| derstand that the Almighty, having 
; all knowledge and power and being 
fully conversant with all laws, can in- 
terpose in behalf of His creatures for 
their benefit and salvation without 
_ the law. 
said: 
Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, 
and ye shall find; Knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you ; 
For on that asketh, receiveth; and 
he that seeketh, findeth; and to him that 
knocketh, it shall be opened. hus, 
: Or what man is there of you, whom if his 
| son ask bread, will give him a stone? 
| | 
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own orbit—all of them governed 
perfect law. But the same providence 
which preserves these mighty orbs as 
they career upon their appointed mis- 
sions through space, does not overlook 
the smallest insect, or bird, or beast 
or fish, and they are watched over 
with the same provident, fatherly and 
godly care that the greatest ets 
evoke, 

The agencies which our Father in 
heaven has at His control are utterly 


beyond our conception. Every de- 
partment of His heav and illimit- 
able kingdom is under the immediate 
supervision of His ta. What 


these agents are may be inferred from 
the remarks of the Lord Jesus con- 
cerning the little ones who believe in 
Him. He first said: 

But whoso shall offend one of these little 
ones which believe in me, it were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about his 
n and that he were drowned in the 
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Here the Lord’ Jesus plainly in- 
forms us concerning certain | 
which the Father uses to watch over 
His little on i 
always behold Hi 
They watch over those who are put 
in their charge, and no one can offend 
or despise them with impunity. 

What a consolation is this know- 
ledge to the people of God! In dis- 
tress, in — in — of afflic- 
tion or of persecution, they can go with 
confidence to the Lord. They can 
cry unto Him with faith, knowing 
that He will hear their supplications. 
They know, too, that His angels have 

concerning them, and that they 
can have access to their Father in 
heaven in their behalf. 


ised 
| though they may be ee 


insignificant even in their own esti- 
mation, they may rest assured they 
are not overlooked or forgotten. The 
Lord watches over them; nothi 
can befall them without His know- 
ledge. This is a glorious position to 
be in.—Editorial in the Juvenile In- 
structor. 


REGULARITY. 
—0 


Ir has often been asserted that punc- 
tuality is of great importance in the 
formation of a character. It is; and 
80 essential that no man can ignore 
its practice without serious loss to his 
character. But there is another habit 
of no smaller importance It is 
probably the most difficult of all 
minor habits to acquire. We refer to 
regularity. It takes rank with order, 
promptness, and punctuality. Habits 
of regularity contribute largely to the 
ease and comfort of life A child ma 
be punctual and orderly in shool wit 
4 learn second to none, 
an it will not require great per- 
to comprehend that 
that same child is regular in attend- 
ance, all these other good qualities 
will avail him but little. He will fall 
behind his 


classmates, become | 
enjoy himaslf, learn. little, and 


and have that little disjointed. So 
also with the i person in all 
stations of life. you see a man 


rushed, confused, attempting several 
things at a time, you m4 know he is 
irregular ; another, with no greater 
erg but whose habits are regular, 
will do the same work, proceeding 
2 from one duty to another. 
able writer says in regard to 
regularity that a person can multiply 
his efficiency by it. We know persons 
who have a multitude of duties, and 
who perform a vast deal of work 
daily, who set apart certain hours for 
given duties, and are there at the 
moment and attend rigidly to what 
is at hand. This — and —— 
on ments are met, in order 
and a vast deal accomplished, not 
— exertion, but by regularity. 
mind can be so trained to this 
— at certain hours in 3 it 
ill turn to a particular line uty. 
nd at other hours to other and 
different labors. The very diversity 
is restful, when attended to in regular 
order. But let these run together, 


| of the sea. 

And afterwards, speaking again of 

0 not one o 

these little ones; for 1 say unto that 
in heaven their angels do ~ oe behold the 
face of my Father which is in — 
fusec 
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and the duties mixed, and what before 
was easy is now annoying and oppres- 


sive. 

Man’s natural inclination is to defer 
and put off till the last possible 
moment that which should be done 
now. Nothing is more fatal to the 


8 f — the 
irits o cause, at the 
last and critical moment, planning 
and doing work that should have been 
done days or perhaps weeks ago, while 
men are waiting, watching, and look- 
ing on with impatience. Regularit 

and then rigidly following thes plan, af 
and then rigidly following that plan, a 

least as near as ci ces will 
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permit, each division of duty at 
the —— The advantage in 
this is not only the acquirement of 
regularity, but it teaches the value of 
a plan, an aim, an object, so that the 
designer, at any given period, in his 
life or his vocation, can balance his 
accounts and know exactly what be 
has done and what there is yet to be 
accomplished. The progress and the 
prosperity of the improvement asso- 
ciations depend much upon the ability 
and disposition of its officers to have 
— plan, and — al and dilige re- 

, earnest, praye and diligent 
in its execution.—Editorial in the 
Contributor. 


PAST COLLIERY DISASTERS. 
—0 


1800— Dec. 1.—Risca, Newport, 142 
18 Risca, Newpo 


1862—Jan. 16.—Calamity at Hart- 


Colliery, near Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
The cause of this disaster — 


weighing between 20 and 30 
tons, fell down the shaft, carrying 
away in its descent stages, props, an 
lining; 199 lost. 

1886—Dec. 12.—Explosion in the 
Oaks Colliery, Barnsley, 340 lost. 

1867—Nov. 8 — Ferndale, South 
Wales, 167 lost. 

1877—Oct. 22.—213 lives lost by 
fire-damp explosion at Messrs. Dixon 
& Oo.’s Colliery, High Blantyre, near 
Hamilton. The most serious 


in magnitude only to the Oaks, in 
England. 
1878—March 8.—At Barnard Pit, 
Kilsyth, 16. 
— — 9.—At High tyre, 
6 killed. 
_ — June 7.—At Wood Pits, Florida 
Mine, near Wigan, 189. 
— —Sept. 11.— At Ebbw-Vale, 
an, onmouthshire, 268 killed. 
187 uly ,2—At High Blantyre, 
(Dixon & Co.’s) 28 killed. 
1880—July 15.— At Risca, near 
Newport, Monmouthshire, about 120 


d 
— 8. —At Seah near 


about 68 deaths. 

1885—Dec. 23.— At Mardy, Rhon- 
dda Valley, 79 lives lost. 
_1887—May 28. — A terrific explo- 
sion — in Udston Oolliery, 
near ton, when 75 lives were 


5.—At Midlothian, by 


disaster | the Penecuik explosion, 66 lives were 


of the kind in Scotland, and second | lost. 


Like most garments and most carpets, everything in life has a right side and a wrong 
side. ‘You can take any joy, and by turning it around find troubles on the other side; 
or you may take the greatest trouble, and by turning it around find joy on the other 
side. The gloomiest mountain never casts a shadow on both sides at once, nor does the 
greatest of calamities. 


Smox the year 1840 upwards of 80 
. mining disasters have — 2 in 

England, Wales and Scotland, invol- 

ving a loss of fully 5,000 lives. — 

the chief of these may be mentione 

the following: 

1856—July 15.—Cymmer, Ponty- 

pridd, 114 lost. 
| 1857—Feb. 19.— Tundhill, Barns- 
| ley, almost 200 lost. 
under about 170 perished. 
| the pumping apparatus. The entire 1882—March 14—At Lumley, near 
| Fencehouse, Durham, 100 lives lost. 
| 1883—November 7.—At Moorfields 
| Colliery, near Accrington, Lancashi 
| 
| 
| ost. 
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FAOTS AND EVENTS, 


— 0 — 


Dreadful forest fires are reported from Oregon, where many villages have narrowly 
escaped destruction. Special precautions are being taken to prevent the advancing 
flames from consuming the city of Portland. 

Taurroo, Mexico, via Galveston, Sept. 3rd.—Serious floods prevail here and in the 
surrounding districts. The water is higher than during the floods of last year. Many 
families up the river have taken refuge on the high ground. Telegraphic communication, 
generally, is interrupted. The floods in the State of Hidalgo and Vera Orus are causing 
damage. Prices of food are rising all over the eountry, owing to the heavy rains. 
Washouts have delayed travel on the Mexican Central Railroad. Small-pox is an 
epidemic in Guatemala: 


Quzszo, Sept. 20th.—A terrible landslip occurred in this city about half - past seven 
yesterday evening. A mass of rock, weighing thousands of tons, crashed down from 
under the King’s Bastion on the citadel west of Dufferin-terrace, falling with terrible 
violence into Champla-street, some 300 feet below, and completely demolishing several 
houses. The occupants, for the most part ship’s laborers and their families, were buried 
beneath the debris. It is not yet possible to determine the exact extent of the catastrophe, 
or the number of persons killed and injured, but up to midnight ten bodies had been 
recovered, together with twenty wounded persons, who were horribly mangled. 
Reports vary considerably concerning the number of persons buried under the fallen 
mass, some accounts giving from fifty to a hundred, while others make it as much as 175. 
Six hundred soldiers and civilians are now working with the greatest ardor to rescue 
those buried by the catastrophe, but their task is tendered very difficult owing to the 
road being covered with blocks of solid rock to the depth of from fifteen to twenty feet. 
Another landslip is momentarily feared, and those engaged in the work of rescue are thus 
in a very perilous position. The damage t property is estimated at over $100,000, 
Latest advices from Quebec state that the number of dead bodies taken from the ruins is 
forty.—Liwerpool Post. 

Details of an awful calamity in Japan just received are appalling. The Province of 
Kil in the south-west of Japan has been visited by the greatest disaster in the history of 
the country. More than 10,000 people have lost their lives, several towns have been 
completely wiped off the face of the earth, and others have been nearly demolished, 
The catastrophe was occasioned by floods in the western part of the province and by the 
crumbling of a mountain, which buried six villages under a huge mass of rocks and 
earth, The eastern district in the early part of August was remarkable for its rains, and 
the rapid rise in the rivers soon became alarming. The banks of the Kinogawa River, a 
stream over one hundred miles in length, broke on the 19th of August, and a mountain 
of water rushed out upon the fields and towns, wrecking houses, bridges, fences, temples, 
and all things in its path. In this district 200 houses were carried away, and 5,000 
ruined by water, leaving 30,000 people dependent upon the local officials for food. 
Lower down, the embankments of the Hidakagwan River were also destroyed, flooding 
cultivated fields and adjacent towns. Out of sixty houses at Wakanomura but two 
remain standing, and more than fifty people lost their lives. The volume of the river 
Kinokuni, an adjacent stream, swelled to an extraordinary extent, the rise being in 
some places as much as from 13 to 18 feet above the normal level. The neighborhood of 
Osaka has also suffered very severely. From a telegram received by the Home Office at 
Tokio, from the Governor of Osaka, it appears that relief is being given to several 
thousand persons. In Longumura, 180 houses were washed away, and thirty persons 
were drowned. About 5,000 persons narrowly escaped death. News from Wakayama, 
dated August 25th, states that many houses in Tschigawara and Shikaka, which are 
situated close to the Kumanagawa, were carried away, and many lives u 
Post, Sept. 20, 1889. 
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CONCERNING UNCHABTITY. 
Ari“ Mormons,” both in public and private, persistently allege that the 
Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints * decoy young 
women to Utah for immoral purposes.” In reply to these vile slanders, we 
purpose to show that the doctrines of this Church are very pointed in their 
condemnation of all lustful desires and practices. They are also equally 
emphatic in denouncing as sinful every species of deception. 

It is written as follows: The duty of members after they are received by 
baptitm.—The elders or priests are to have a sufficient time to expound all 
things concerning the Church of Christ to their undetstanding, previous to 
their partaking of the sacrament and being confirmed by the laying on of the 
hands of the elders, so that all things may be done in order. And the mem- 
ders shalt manifest before the Church, and also before the elders, by a godly 
walk and conversation, that they are worthy of it, that there may be works 
and fatth agreeable to the Holy Scriptures—walking in holiness before the 
Tord (Doctrine and Covenants, section xx, paragraphs 68, 69). 

The principles which the Elders are to teach, as enjoined by the foregoing 
commandment, are not left to their discretion or inclination. They are 
positively restricted to what the Scriptures announce as the law of God. 
This we learn from the following passage: “And again, the elders, priests, 
and teachers of this church shall teach the principles of my gospel, which are 
in the Brstz and the Book of Mormon, in the which is the fullness of the 
gospel; and they shall observe the covenants and church articles to do them, 
and these shall be their teachings, as they shall be directed by the spirit” 
(Doc and Oov., xlii, 12, 13). Here the Elders are commanded to observe the 
obligations which they have assumed in the new and everlasting covenant, 
and among them we find the duty to teach the principles of the Gospel as 
revealed in the Bible. They are under a solemn covenant to uphold and 
sustain that book as the word of God; and every true Saint fulfills this re- 
quirement. It is evident, therefore, that if an Elder teaches any doctrine 
which is contrary to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, he has 
‘trampled upon his authority and violated his obligations. — 
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utterances than Ohrist Himself is justly accountable for the infamous 
treachery of Judas Iscariot. 

The following passages have more direct reference to the question at issue: 
“Thou sbalt not lie; and he that lieth and will not repent shall be cast out, 

.. and he that looketh upon a woman to lust after her, shall deny the 
faith, and shall not have the spirit, and if he repent not he shall be cast out. 

. + Thou shalt not speak evil of thy neighbor, nor do him any harm. Thou 
knowest my laws concerning these things are given in my scriptures; he that 
sinneth and repenteth not, shall be cast out. If thou lovest me, thou shalt 
serve me and keep my commandments” (Doc. and Cov., xlii, 21, 23, 27—29) 

Now, to “decoy” means to “lead or lure by artifice into a snare, with a 
view to catch; to entrap by any means which deceive;” and hence every one 
who “ decoys” his neighbor either utters or practices falsehood and deception 
in some form. But such unrighteousness, together with the bare looking 
upon a woman lustfully, is condemned by the Gospel of this Church. The 
Lord, to leave no opportunity for a misunderstanding of His commandments 
herein, refers His people to all Scripture which He has given touching these 
matters. He says: “ Thou knowest my laws concerning these things are given 
in my scriptures.” His language comprehends all that is written in the Bible 
or elsewhere against falsshood, deception, i injury to one’s neighbor, and lust- 
ful desires and practices. 

With respect to the commission of overt acts against the law of chastity, 
the Gospel of this Church is equally uncompromising. We read thus: “And 
if any man or woman shall commit adultery, he or she shall be tried before 
two elders of the church, or more, and every word shall be established against 
him or her by two witnesses of the church, and not of the enemy; but if 
there are more than two witnesses it is better. But he or shall be condemned 
by the mouth of two witnesses, and the elders shall lay the case before the 
church, and the church shall lift up their hands against him or her, that they 
may be dealt with according to the law of God” (Doc. and Cov., xlii, 80, 81). 
That is, they shall be excommunicated from the Church of Christ, for the 
power of the Church is ecclesiastical only. Quotations from the Doctrines 
and Covenants shall be concluded with a most comprehensive commandment 
as follows: “ And if he or she do any manner of iniquity, he or she shall be 
delivered up unto the law, even that of God” (same sec., verse 87). | 

It has been pointed out already that the doctrines of the Bible form an 
authoritative standard of principles in this Church, and in the last quotation 
there is an express provision that the practices of the Saints are to be judged 
by it. Whatever the Bible condemns we can not excuse, and make no 
attempt to do so. What penalties it decrees, this Church can neither remove 
nor abate. It stands by the Bible principles, and teaches that it is easier for 
heaven and earth to pass away than for one jot or tittle of the law and Gos- 
pel in any of God’s revelations to be set aside or abrogated by man. 

The Book of Mormon is also very definite in maintaining the obligations 
that the Saints are under to regulate their lives by the word of God which is 
revealed in the Bible. It is recorded therein: “And the angel spake unto 
me, saying, These last records which thou hast seen among the Gentiles, shall 
establish the truth of the first, which are of the twelve apostles of the Lamb” 
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(1 Nephi, xiii, 40). The records thus spoken of as “last” include, among 
others, the Book of Mormon; and those mentioned as first“ are familiarly 
known as the Bible. Now, the object which is proposed by the former is to. 
establish the truth of the latter; and hence it appears that the Saints are 
under special obligations to revere Biblical teachings, and to practice Biblical 
principles. As those Scriptures are very outspoken against evil of every sort, 
this Church condemns as emphatically as the Bible does all such wickedness 
as the procuration of women for immoral purposes. i 

Nor is the Book of Mormon less emphatic than the Doctrine and Covenants 
and the Bible in its condemnation of every species of sexual sins, including 
not only overt acts, but sinful desires also. With respect to the latter species 
of unchastity, we find the following: “ Behold, it is written by them of old 
time, thou shalt not commit adultery. But I say unto you, that whosoever 
looketh on a woman, to lust after her, hath committed adultery already in 
his heart. Behold, J give you a commandment, that ye suffer none of these 
things to enter your heart. For it is better that ye should deny yourselves of 
these things, wherein ye will take up your cross, than that ye should be cast 
into hell” (11 Nephi, xii, 27—30). It is unnecessary to quote passages to 
show that unchaste acts are prohibited, when it is so clearly stated that un- 
holy desires render the individual who harbors them liable to the condemna- 
tion of hell. We have made no quotation of passages from the Bible which 
bear upon the subject of unchaste thoughts and practices, considering our 
cause amply sustained in showing that by upholding that Book as the word 
ot God, this Church stands upon a platform of divine principles as uncom- 
promising as that which the sectarian churches of the world profess to have 
adopted. 

It is next proposed to prove that the teachings of the Elders of this Church 
conform to the Scriptural commandments relative to chastity, which have 
been introduced from the Church works, or referred to as a whole in the 
Old and New Testament. In a sermon delivered by President John Taylor 
in Salt Lake City, February 11, 1883, we find these words: 

Do we have men that sometimes do wrong! Yes. Do we sanction the 
wrong! Can an adulterer have a place amongst us? I tell you No, he can- 
not, and any Bishop who would permit anything of the sort ought himself 
to be removed. o are in favor of chastity, purity and virtue, not nominally 

but really, and we should make a distinction between one thing and the 
other, and maintain virtue and correct principles in spite of the h i 
and corruption that exist around us. And it is for us to look after our 
wives, our sons and daughters, and preserve our chastity, our honor and our 
virtue in all these matters. t us seek the blessing of God, and He will 
help and direct us. But because some of these men do wrong and act iniqui- 
tously, shall we condemn the whole? There are thousands and hundreds of 
thousands of honorable, upright men and women in this and other nations, 
who, outside of religion, would scorn to be associated with such infamies. 

all men right; but be careful of that loose system of morals that exists 


in the world; be careful how you associate with such people or permit them 
in your habitations. - Look well to yourselves and to your families, to your 


sons and to — daughters; and let us seek to do right and cultivate the 
— truth, and God will sustain us (Journal of Discourses, Vol. 24, 
pages 7, 


Notice that the adulterer is denied a place among the Sainta by the teach- 
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ings of their President; and he declares also that the Bishop who might con- 
done an offense against the law of chastity ought himself to be removed from 
his high office, There were no hypocritical professions in the utterances of 
President Taylor; for he distinctly points out the difference between real 
and nominal chastity, and insists upon the observance of the former. But 
this able leader of the Saints stood not alone in his denunciation of sexual 
impurity. President George Q. Cannon, on July 15, 1883, in the Tabernacle 
at Salt Lake City, uttered the following sentiments: 

We say to our boys: It is the worst crime you can commit short of murder, 
to be guilty of illicit intercourse with the other sex. I would rather carry 
my son to the grave than that he should be guilty of such athing. We say: 
“Murry the sisters, marry the daughters of 1] Eve; take to yourselves lawful 
wives; but you shall not commit adultery, you shall not commit seduction 
you shall not commit fornication ; if you ‘do bod will curse you, and we will 
sever you from the Church.” We say to our daughters that it is one of 
the worst crimes that they can commit to be guilty of unchastity. We want 
to raise up a righteous seed in these mountains, pure and virtuous, so that a 
man will be so virtuous that he may be in the company of an unprotected 
woman alone for any length of time, and she would be as safe as if she were 
in heaven, or under the i ip of an angel, safe from pollution, safe 
from everything that is vile . . _. Let us take these things to heart, 
and let us be watchful and use all our influence to protect the rising genera- 
tion against those sins that are sweeping over the earth, and God will bless 
us in our efforts in so doing” (Jo of Discourses, vol. 24, page 186). 

Libertines are welcome to all the sympathy with their practices, which is 
expressed in those sentiments; and it illy befits any man, however virtuous 
he may be, to cast reflections upon a people who are taught that the sorrows 
of death are less terrible to bear than those are which arise from a knowledge 
that virtue and honor are lost—who are plainly informed that the illicit 
intercourse of the sexes stands next to murder in the category of heinous 
crimes—that adultery, fornication and seduction are punishable with the 
curse of God, and that those who are guilty of such offenses shall be cast out 
of the Church as filthy and unclean. B. 


[To BE CONTINUED. | 


Taz EmiGRaNtTs.—From advices dated September 22nd, and mailed at 
Queenstown, we learn that the company of Saints which sailed from this 
port on the L Ist inst. had arrived there all well, no sea-sickness whatever 
having been experienced. The weather was favorable. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—The attention of the Post of this city having been 
called to the facts respecting the recent, alleged mobbing of “Mormon” mis- 
sionaries in London, an account of which appeared in the columns of that 
journal, the following statements were published in that paper Sept. 26th : 

THE — * Arrack 2 — 2 time age 
a paragraph appeared in these columns describing an a on a party 
Mormon missionaries in the East-end of London, where they had been hold- 
ing a meeti It was stated that the attack was made at the instigation of 
a woman, who excitedly exclaimed that two years ago the Mormons had 
decoyed her only daughter to Salt Lake City, and that only a few months 


ago daughter returned home shoeless and destitute, with two little chil- 
dren, having tramped all the way to London from this city after returning 
here by steamer. The truth of this statement is positively denied by the 
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Mormon elders in London in the columns of the Latter-day Saints’ Millennial 
Star, the organ of the persuasion in this country, which, it may be noted, is 
ted and published in Liverpool. It is pointed out that no meeting was 
d at the — indicated in the report, and that, moreover, a meeting has 
not been held there for over a year. On the night in question a meeting was 
held in another locality, but it was ectly quiet and orderly. The whole 
story, as it appeared, both as to the all attack on the elders and the 
alleged statements of the woman, is put down by the Star as a fabrication. 


AN ACOIDENT. 
Ws are indebted to the Guion Steamship Company, per Mr. George Ramsden, 
for a communication in which that gentleman says: “Herewith we hand you 
telegram received from New York. We are sorry the accident occurred ; still 
it is satisfactory to know that things turned out so well as they did.” The 
telegram to which reference is made reads as follows: 
Lynchb — i 15 
To P. W. Gibson, 35, New York. 
Train wrecked last night, twelve o’clock, in wash-out. No one seriously 
hurt. Baggage badly damaged. (Signed) W. P. Payne 
Referring to the same occurrence the Wew York Herald, New York City, 
in the issue for September 16th, gives the following report: 


PLUNGED INTO THE CREEK. 
A SCORE OF MORMON EMIGRANTS INJURED IN A RAILROAD ACCIDENT. 


Lynchburg, Va., September 15, 1889. 
A Mormon emigrant train on the Norfolk and Western Railroad was 
wrecked early this morning, about four miles below this city. 


The train was a special, and was running ahead of the 
train about twenty minutes. The wreck was caused by a smell bri ge givieg 
way after the engine and car had passed over it. The water in the 
creek was very high, caused by the heaviest rain almost ever known in this 
secti : 


on. 

The emigrants. numbered 160. Two cars plun into the creek, an 
strange to say, no one was killed, and but Aten eens were hurt, — 
seriously. 

The car that went down turned completely over and is a total wreck ; 
and the second car struck on one end and stood almost perpendicularly. 
the passengers were badly shaken up; but when brought here Elder W. P. 
Payne, in of the party, stated that none were crippled, and all would 

on their journey as soon as a train could be eup. There were 
nine Mormon Elders in the party. 
- No one can read the Herald account of this accident without sensing the 
feelings of astonishment experienced by the reporter that none of the emi- 
grants were killed or even seriously injured, all being in a condition to pro- 
ceed on their journey as soon as a new train could be made up. The deliver- 
ance of many, or all of the Saints, from an instant and terrible death is due 
to the blessing of Almighty God. Consider the darkness, for the accident 
happened at midnight; the stream swollen by unprecedented rains; the total 
wreck of one of the cars; the position of another which stood almost perpen- 
dicularly, and we have a picture that is calculated to give us an idea of the 
awful character of the wreck. Yet not a soul was seriously hurt. To God 
be all the praise. He alone hath saved His people, and from the heart of 
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every Saint to whom this news shall come, there should ascend a fitting 
acknowledgment to God for His goodness, His providential care in this 
instance, so signally manifested, should inspire our hearts with greater confi- 
dence in His ceaseless vigilance in behalf of Hischosen people. Further par- 
ticulars of this accident will be given next week. B. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0 


Salt Lake City, U. T., 
August 23, 1 
President George Teasdale. ; 
Dear Brother,—We have received 
your favor of the 13th ult, and per- 
used it with iar f 
We also have an interview with 


Elder Job Pingree, who, at your in- | shall 


stance, called upon us to rt the 
condition of affairs in the Britwsh Mis- 
sion, From your letters and his 
verbal report we have a E 
idea of the condition of the Mission 
and the character of the opposition 
with which you have to contend. The 
report of the number of souls that 
have been added to the Church, which 
you give us, is a clear evidence of the 
dying out of the interest of the people 
in all the principles of salvation, and 
this, too, despite the energetic labors 
of the Elders in distributing the 
printed word and in preaching when- 
ever opportunity offers. It is very 
evident from the statements that we 
have received that the Lord is with- 
drawing His Spirit from the Gentil 
and that the time is near at han 
when, as the Apostles of old did when 
they left the Jews and turned to the 
Geatiles, we shall have to leave the 
Gentiles and turn to the Jews. It 
seems as though Satan bas taken full 
= of this class who have 
ormons; and the people ves, 
being indifferent to the truth, are 
apparently given over to strong delu- 
sion, that they may believe a lie. 
Your description of Jarman and 
Oo.’s attacks upon the Saints is very 
vivid, and shows plainly what power 
the Evil one has obtained in the Bri- 
tish nation. How plainly the words 
of the prophets are being fulfilled 
concerning the manner in which this 
work should be o and the 
deadly character of the warfare that 
should be waged against it. Satan 


has wonderful power over the hearts 
of the children of men, and it is sad 
to contemplate the future of 
who thus yield to his wi spirit. 
They are preparing themselves for an 
awful doom. The Lord has said that 
the wicked shall be destroyed, and 
— 

© rig us; and it appears 
the inhabitants of the earth are fast 
reaching a condition when the judg- 
ments of the Almighty can be let 
loose upon them, for they will be left 
without excuse. This is not only the 
case in Great Britain, but the same 
spirit is manifest on the continent of 

urope, so far as we learn from the 
letters of the Elders. The Elders 
also who write to us concerning the 
condition of the missions in the 
Southern and Northern States, de- 
scribe the state of feeling among the 
people as being very similar to that 
which you tell us exists in your field. 
No wonder that men, looking at us 
from a human standpoint, expect our 
speedy annihilation. The forces that 
are arrayed against us seem to them to 
place us in such peril that our esca 
is immpossible, We are a meres K. 
as it were, in the world, and we — 
no friends among men who can make 
themselves felt in our behalf. Those 
who are disposed to treat us kindly 
and fairly are not listened to; their 
voices are drowned in the 
clamor against Zion. Conversations 
that we have had with leading men 
of late, show plainly that they are 
impressed Ay — that we 
appear to be in, an see no way 
of deliverance for us. Te is evident 
that they think of us and our system 
of religion as doomed, and that if we 
do not accommodate ourselves to the 
demands of public opinion we will 
be overwhelmed. 

But we have been in trouble before. 


We have been in straits where it 


seemed that was impossible. 
But God did not 23 His promises, 
and we were saved. Neither will He 
now forget His ple nor neglect 
righteous shell not perish ‘The right. 
ighteous shall not peris e right- 
eous need not fear. Though earth 
and hell combine against us, they 
shall not have power over us. 

We are laboring with all the ene 
we can to instruct the Saints in their 
duties, to have them maintain their 
— and be faithful to the cove- 
nants they have made with the Lord 
and with each other. The meetings 
are well attended, and the people en- 

oy a grodly degree of the Spirit of 
ere are evils among us; but, 
take the bulk of the ple, they 
appear to be desirous of living lives 
Saints, and we have great hopes 
concerning them. 
* * * * 


The requests for Elders which your 
favor of the 26th ult. contains, will 

e are in the enjoyment o 
health, and the . enjoy 
the same blessing. We had a refresh- 
ing storm last Sunday and Monday, 
which was very welcome, being the 
first rain that has fallen since May 


last. We pray for you constantly, 
and for the Elders associated with 
— We desire to be kindly remem- 
red to them. Accept our love. — 
We remain your brethren 
Wooprvrr. 
Gro. Q. CANNON. 
Jos. F. Surrn. 
Salt Lake City, Se 1889. 
President George Teedele. 


Dear Brother,—Our company ar- 
rived all safe and well at Norfolk on 
Wednesday, August 28th at 6 p. m., 
and left one hour afterwards on a 
special train. We had good accom- 
modations ; the cars were clean, and 
we had plenty of room. We chan 


cars four times before our arrival at 


Salt Lake 155 The first was at 
Bristol; and there an nt of the 
R. R. Company recei us. Our 


second change was at Memphis, and 
there another agent joined us, and 


accompanied us to Kansas City. Our 


stay in Kansas City was quite lengthy, 
being about two — F — 


\ 


rom that 


tember 3rd, at 3 a. m., 
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of us 
t they 
all did what they could for our com- 
fort and safety. 
The whole com . 
of the brethren, went by way of 


— the third took 
to Pueblo; and I must say 


Denver and Rio Grande 
we arrived in Salt Lake City on Sep- 
after a pleasant 
journey. We experienced two short 
delays, one in Belleville, Kansas, where 
we were delayed on account of a 
breakdown which happened ahead of 
us; and in Spanish Fork Kanyon we 
were delayed three hours on account of 
something being wrong with theengine. 

An infant took sick at New York, 
and died on the cars just after our 
entrance into Utah; but the bo 
was taken to Salt Lake for b 
It parents’ names are H. P. and 
Marru H. Hemmingson. They are 
from Falster, Denmark. The child 
died September 2nd, at 11 am. 

With this exception all had 
health, and kept in good spirits. At 
New York a brother was appoin 
to tel — ahead as r 
required, and purchase or the 
whole company. This plan saved the 
emigrants considerable trouble and 
expense; and it would be advisable 
for those who come after, to purchase 
enough food before they leave Pueblo 
to last them until they arrive in U 
for it is almost impossible to get fo 
for a company while traveling 
through the mountains; and, besi 
they have to pay a very high price for 
what they do get. 

Those interested had gathered at 
the different stations to receive their 
friends and relations; and an hour 
after the train had arrived at Ogden 
one would not have known, only 
through the ＋ that a company 
of emigrants had come in. 

I rejoice to return home to these 
valleys, where I was born; and more 
so for the opportunity that was given 
me to go tothe nations to bear my 
testimony; for I can say honestly 
that the past two years have been the 
best two of my life. 

May the Lord bless you in your 
labors, and those who assist you, is 
the wish and desire of your brother 
in the Gospel of 8 
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(Summarised from Territorial Papers.) 


The new Tabernacle at Smithfield is nearing completion. Services are 
already being held in it. 

Hon. John W. Young has a party of engineers surveying in the north end 
of Heber valley. It is hoped the people there will have a railroad some day. 

Several tin locations have recently been made in the vicinity of Ogden, 
and now comes the report of two large tin mines having been discovered, and 
which are being opened up near Boise City, Idaho. 

Three hundred and twenty-eight thousand cans of tomatoes will be put up 
by the Utah cannery this season, and probably about the same by the other 
company. A scarcity of help is the cry at the present time. 

President H. S. Gowans, of Tooele Stake, while on his way to St. John, to 
attend meeting on Sunday morning, Sept. Ist, was accidentally thrown from 
his buggy, and had one of his arms broken in two places between the elbow 
and shoulder. 

A lady who resides on the Bench at Ogden City met with a startling ad- 
venture about the lst of this month. She went to the well to get some water, 
and inadvertently stepped on a piece of wooden curb too near the edge. The 
rotten stick broke just as the lady was stooping to get the water, and she was 
precipitated into the well head foremost. By a providential circumstance her 
husband was standing in the doorway and saw the sudden disappearance of 
his wife. He hurried to the well and climbed down, and after some exer- 
tion succeeded in getting the lady out of the water. She then clung to the 
sides of the well till further assistance was secured, and she was above ground 
once more. It was a most fortunate rescue, for the lady’s position, her head 
being downward, must have proved fatal. She relates with much feeling 
that during the few moments she was under the water her life passed before 
her in one startling panorama. She is thankful for her escape, and with the 
exception of a disjointed finger and a slightly maimed thumb she is now none 
the worse for her experience. 

Speaking of a recent fire in Salt Lake City, which destroyed the old “ City 
Market Building,” the Deseret News says: The place has been occupied by 
Mr. Eph. Knowlton as a livery stable, and last night there were 29 horses, 
one cow and 21 vehicles in the building. The few men in the vicinity, when 
the fire started, gave assistance in the effort to remove the animals, but only 
eight horses could be taken to the outside. James Morris, an employe, was 
awakened by the noise, and began unfastening the horses. One of them, in 
its terror, knocked him down, and he was caught in the fire and narrowly 
escaped being burned to death. As it is, his back and head are scorched, his 
left foot burned slightly, and his right foot badly. His injuries are not dan- 
gerous, but are very painful, and will lay him up for some time. The fright- 
ened horses were uncontrollable, and more could have been saved but for this 
fact. Two fine animals were brought as far as the door, but seeing the crowd 
outside they turned again into the building. The struggles and screams of 
the score of animals as the fire reached them was indeed pitiful, but did not 
last more than about fifteen minutes before they were silenced in death.” 
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